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11/19 Saturday 59 
11/20 Sunday 376 
11/26 Saturday                 47 
11/27     Sunday 360 
 

 
12/3 Saturday             53 
12/4 Sunday             278 
12/10     Saturday            70 
12/11     Sunday            391 
          

Weekly Attendance  

Bill Ritter : umcfirstsrp@frontiernet.net 
Stephanie McLaughlin:  
 umcfirstced@frontiernet.net 
Sharon Zobel : sharon_zobel@hotmail.com 
Web Site : www.columbusfumc.com 

Office Number:  402 -564-8463 
Dusty Sprague : umcfirstap@frontier.com 
Martha Davidson : umcfirstcm@frontiernet.net 
Nancy Klein : umcfirstaa@frontier.com 
Fax Number : 402-562-8493 

Contact Information  

 
Our Church Family  

 
  
Baptisms: 
We celebrate: 
 
Caden Curtis Bobzien, son  of Chad & Janet Bobzien.        

 
 
 
 
     
 
  
  

 

óUN-HANGING OF  
  THE GREENSò 
 
JANUARY 2, 2012  
 9:00 AM 
 
PLEASE JOIN US!!  



 

 
Making Time  
 
 
 
I donôt even want to look at my calendar.  Each year after Christmas I make a 
promise to myself that next year I am going to simplify and not make this time of 
year such a rush of activity.  But, as usual I did not keep that promise.  Now 
here we are just a few days before Christmas and there is so much to be done 
and not near enough time to do it.  Not only do we need to get ready for four 
services on Christmas Eve, there is a Christmas Cantata at both services on 
Christmas Day and the Open House at our home on December 18, but add to 
that our son is graduating from college on December 17 and there is this little 
thing like getting ready for the move out of our Church offices and Education 
Wing in time for the remodel starting in six weeks. 
 
I was just reading this week about another couple who had a very hectic 
Christmas.  They were expecting their first child when they got the news they 
had to make an out of town trip.  Apparently there was no time to make proper 
arrangements and when they got to their destination there were no rooms in any 
of the establishments in town.  They couldnôt turn back at this point because 
ready or not the baby decided it was time to be born.  What else could go 
wrong?  I am sure this couple was near panic when their only option was to 
have the baby born in a nearby barn.  Of course you know the end of this story.  
God was born into the world that night.  In the midst of chaos and problems 
came Peace and Hope. 
 
In the midst of your hectic calendars may you find Emmanuel has come into 

your life as well. 

 
Grace and Peace, 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sunday School on December 25 

 

 

 
Christmas is on a Sunday this year. Instead of the 

regular Sunday School classes, all children and youth will meet in Fellowship 

Hall at 9:00 a.m. to celebrate in a Birthday Party for Jesus.  We will watch a 

movie and have birthday cake. Gifts of food in a box or can are welcome and 

will be donated to the food pantry. 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

 
A Christmas Day Cantata  
ñBeautiful Star of Bethlehemò 
will be presented by a special  
Christmas Choir at the 8:00 am  
and 10:30 am services.  
 
Come, rejoice, and share the  
great message of Godôs love. 
 
Come to the stable and worship ! 



  
 

The Youth Choir moved out of town to share their joyful music--they sang 
Christmas sounds in the Boarding House in Railroad Town at the Stuhr 
Museum in Grand Island on December 10th.  They were well received.  The 
group also attended a performance of the Singing Christmas Tree, which 
had resounding music and a moving story line.  They all want to attend next 
year.  Thanks to all the adults who attended also. 
 
All three groups held Christmas Parties on December 14th--lots of laughter, 
sharing gifts and good snacks.  All the groups also took Christmas hearts 
and shopped for those gifts to share with others.  Our youth are very 
thoughtful and caring. 
 
There will be no youth group meetings on December 21st.  There will be a 
movie night on December 28th for all three groups in the Fellowship Hall 
from 6pm to 8 pm.  Bring and snack to share, and we will see you there! 
 
All groups will meet again on January 11th. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 
 
 



 
BEHIND THE SCENES AT FUMC  

Hello!  My name is Wesley Church Mouse and Iôm still on a mission to 
discover  the ñspecial morselsò that go on ñbehind the scenesò to keep the 
Columbus First United Methodist Church running smoothly.  This month I have 
been ñquiet as a mouseò because there is a whole lot of scurrying around by 
the big folks that come to this church building. Things like poinsettias are 
appearingé..big ones and little ones in red, pink, and white.  There has been 
more food around tooé..cookie crumbs, peanut brittle, cinnamon rollsé..yum, 
yum!   But Suzanne is getting a little grouchy because the mouse kids arenôt 
napping since there is No quiet to be found in our building. 
 
The big folks and short folks seem so happy and excited as they come and go. 
It seems they are  getting ready for a big event.  One day folks were all over 
the church hanging green stuff and colored ribbons. Also tall trees appeared in 
the building with shiny things on them.  It certainly gives me something to 
crawl on for exercise.  All of this excitement rather reminds me of when my 
wife Suzanne and I were preparing for our first babies.  We were so filled with 
the expectations and joy of having our first babies.  It seems those humans 
have so much joy that it spills over into helping other humans.  I saw many, 
many bright bags and boxes being brought into the churché.it looked like 
pretty special stuff.  Those humans had such happy faces that they didnôt even 
notice me because they were busy offering rides, meals, and food to other 
humans.  I guess Suzanne and I will just have to hope that some morsels are 
dropped in the hallways or maybe those humans in the office will leave us 
some crumbs on their counter. 
 
Editorôs Note:  Wesley is a smart  mouse, but  even he doesnôt  realize all the 
work that the Worship Committee (chaired by Dennis Kinkaid)  does to 
prepare our church for  Christmas.  This committee is in charge of decorating, 
ordering and setting up the poinsettias, and  the arrangements for the extra 
worship services on Christmas Eve. During the Advent Season, the Education 
Committee (chaired by Peg Jeffres) is busy with the childrenôs activities for 
Hanging of the Greens and the Christmas program.  Meanwhile, the  Mission 
Committee (chaired by Mindy Vyhnalek) is hard at work organizing Christmas 
gifts and food for over 30 families in Columbus.  God Bless all the many, many 
folks that are so willing to volunteer to make the birth of Jesus  a real 
celebration of Godôs Love. 



 

 

Lynn  & Judy Anderson 

Fran Andrews 

Dawn & Mike Banks 

Eldon & Phyllis Blaser 

Dave & Suanne Boswell 

Rebecca Brockhaus 

David & Sandra Casper 

Jeff & Jenny Claborn & family 

Dana & Ann Dannelly 

Don & Pat Fowler 

Deb Gaffney 

Jane Graham 

Larry & Phyllis Groteluschen 

John & Cody Heule 

Sam & Alyssa Hogeland & family 

Rosemary Jeffres 

Kathleen Johnston  

Ric & Sherry Karlin & family 

Calvin & DeLoryce Kucera 

Dwaine & Michele Ladwig & Taylor 

Chuck & Liz Lash 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve & Karen Long 

Robert & Michelle Lutz & family 

Judy Marshall 

Wayne & Sandra Martensen & family 

Cynthia & Jack Meays 

Vernon & Sue Podliska 

Ricardo & Brenda Ramos 

Al Rayburn 

Debbie Ritter 

Rose Ryan 

Doug & Michelle Schindel & family 

William & Delores Schneider 

Todd & Jessica Sebade 

Bob & Becky Shepherd & family 

Eldred & Twilla Stahl 

Kathy Sumner 

Janie & Ron Thomas 

Allan & Mindy Vyhnalek 

Renee Walrath 

Roy & Mae Walter 

Troy & Danese Weil & family 

 

 

 

Partners In Faith  

The following families and individuals will be on duty as Partners in 
Faith in February.  If your name is listed below, please volunteer 
for an area or areas of service by signing up in the Narthex.  Sign 
up for February service begins on the second Sunday of January.  
We are counting on this list of members to step forward and 
demonstrate that ours is a church family where all are welcome to 
serve. 

Chairpersons for February:  Loren & Evelyn Fraser 



The January 2012 Calendar  
 ` 
  2  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
  2 9:00  a.m. ñUn-hanging of the Greens ñ (Join us) 
  3 6:30  p.m. SPEED 
  5 6:00  p.m. Brownies 
  6 NOON Keystone @ Sr. Center 
  9  Home Communion 
  9 6:45 pm Committee Chairs 
  9 7:00 pm Educations, Evangelism, Mission, Worship, 
  Youth Ministry 
 10 1:30  pm Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 10 1:00 pm Prairie Village 
 10 1:45 pm Golden Living 
 10 2:30 pm Cottonwood House 
 10 7:00 pm Ministry Development 
 10 7:00 pm Fireproof Bible Study  
 11 6:45 pm Blazinô Sparks 
 11 7:00 pm Friendship Bible Study 
 12 6:00 pm Alpha 
 13 5-9:30 pm Pinewood Derby 
 14 6:45 pm Blood Pressure Checks by Parish Nurses 
 15       9:00 & 10:00 am Blood Pressure Checks by Parish Nurses 
 16  OFFICE CLOSED - Martin Luther King Day 
 16 6:30 pm Prayer & Healing 
 16 7:00 pm Ministry Development 
 16 7:00 pm ARC 
 17 6:30 pm SPEED 
 17 6:45 pm Committee Chairs 
 17 7:00 pm Finance, Trustee, SPRC 
 18 1:30 pm UMW Circles 
 19 7:00 pm GriefShare 
 21 9:00 am - Noon Confirmation Retreat 
 23 7:00 pm Church Council 
 24 5:30 pm JFON 
 24 7- 9  pm Fireproof Bible Study 
 25 7:00 pm Friendship Bible Study 
 26 7:00 pm GriefShare 
 27 8:00 am Widowers Breakfast 



 
   

 The Weekly Calendar  
 

Every Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  Sunday School   
Every Sunday @ 9:15 a.m.  Membership Class (not Jan. 29th) 
Every Sunday @10:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 
Every Sunday @ 5:00 p.m.  MYTT 
Every Tuesday @ 9:30 a.m. Bible Study  
Every Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m. Lectionary  
Every Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts 
Every Wednesday @ 6:30 a.m. UMM Breakfast 
Every Wednesday @8:30 a.m. Momôs Bible Study 
Every Wednesday @ 6:00 p.m. Praise Team 
Every Wednesday @ 6:15 p.m. Youth Choir  
Every Wednesday @ 6:45 p.m. Youth Groups (not Jan. 4th) 
Every Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir  
Every Thursday @ 5:30 p.m. Prayer Team 
Every Thursday @ 6:00 p.m. ALPHA (begins January 12th) 
Every Saturday @ 6:00 p.m.  Evening Worship 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
GriefShare will be held weekly for ten weeks starting Thursday, January 19th at 
7 pm in the church library. GriefShare helps those who have recently lost a 
loved one to face the challenges that go with such a loss.  It includes video 
seminars, group discussion, and  personal study and reflection.  Confidentiality 
is always maintained.  To learn more about the program, please contact Lisa 
Weber-Kohler (402-563-2094) or Martha Davidson (Church Office at 402-564-
8463). 
 
 
 



 
January Birthday Calendar  

 
2 George Utesch 
3 Jeremiah Berry, Penny Johnson, Richard Peterson 
4 Landon Barada, Piper Craig, Fern Fischer, Darin Hall,  Janis Kraft,      

Earl Kretchman, Shane Mustard, Mike Rowe, Max Staley III,  Ashley 
Vasquez 

5 Chandler Anderson, Paula Davis, Justin Hanson, Mary Lou Jefferson, 
Tom Rieken 

6 Sandra Sypherd 
7 Eldon Blazer, Jacky Doughty, Kallie Swearingen 
8 Linda Boyer 
9 Dale Anderson, Brayden Bobzein, Darrell Detlefsen, Shania Griffiths, 

Brylee Thoms, Alex Whited 
10 Davy Foote, Katie Gassmann, John Olsan, James Scow 
11 Denise Gernstein, Jennifer Micek, Diane Rowe, Khayl Salinas-Cone 
12 William Fricke, Thea Moore 
13 Richard Neemeyer, Don Patras, Kyle Reed 
14 Gary Nuttelmann 
15 Chris Blaser, Dwaine Ladwig, Megan Riley 
16 Dona Dickenson, Scott Flyr, Jessica Hahn, Raymond Heule,  Kathryn 

Johnson, Ryan Kunhart, Donald Person 
17 Robin Fowler, Louise Garretson, Ben Greene, Marvin Murcek 
18 Randy Chinn, Carol Pence 
19 Jerome Carlson, Bruce Dannelly, Craig Fischer, Amy Townsend 
20 Austin Boswell, Jamie Briones, Tristan Graham 
21 Blake Anderson 
22 Elizabeth Keller-Charbonneau, Terry Kurtenbach, Margie Leslie, Dona 

Lutjens, Kelsie Weil, William Whited, Marilyn Zehring 
23 Carson Cline, Bessie Irish 
24 Jack Johnson, Emilie Metcalfe, Pam Nelson, Nathan Zwick 
25 Jennifer Barada, Rich Rohde, Michelle Schneider, Justin Sebranek, 

Craig Snyder, Van Wurst 
26 Fallon Karlin, Dianna McElfresh, Kayla Milosich, Sandra Pieters, Allan 

Rayburn 
27 Donald Griffiths, Jr. Kyra Kurtenbach, Barbara Long, Bruce Long, Fili 

Sanchez, Charles Scheibe 



Food Pantry Needs  

This monthôs food items request is for canned 
soups.  

 A collection container is located in the cloak room.               

 
 
28 Valerie Grube, Sterling Johnson, Gabriel Rohde, Kody Salak, Liana Spitz 
29 Jordan Craft, Marian Griffiths, Robert Hudson, Dennis Inselman,   

Thomasine Moore 
30 Katie Ferris, Laura Garretson, Alex Kurtenbach, Tim Owens 
Sandra Cumming, Tim Garretson, Paul Miller, Rod Supencheck,          Gia 
Velecela, Christy Widhalm 
 
             * Underlined  names denote XYZ Members  
(If we have missed your birthday, made an error listing it, or if you would         
prefer  not to have it listed, please call the Church Office.  Thank you.) 
 

 
Once again, thank you FUMC  Family for your generous support of the 
Community Thanksgiving Banquet. Every donation of food items, or cash 
donations, or time spent volunteering to make it a special day was much 
appreciated. Over 400 meals were served, including 75 home deliveries. It was 
indeed a wonderful time of thanksgiving and blessing. 
  
Anne Kallesen (for the Rescue Mission Thanksgiving Banquet Committee). 


